The Senior Citizens Commission held their regular meeting on Thursday, September 15, 2011 at the Senior Center at 2:45 P.M.  Present at the meeting were Chair Patricia Morianos; members Paula Friez, Sally Tracy and Diane Croxford-Walker; and Municipal Agent Cheryl Schardt.  Alice Hare arrived at 3:07 P.M.
Call to Order:

Ms. Morianos called the meeting to order at 2:46 P.M.  

Ms. Morianos welcomed the new members Diane Croxford-Walker and Sally Tracy.  Maureen Johnson has also been appointed as an alternate, but was not able to attend the meeting.  
Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Ms. Friez, seconded by Ms. Morianos to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2011 meeting minutes as presented.  
The group did discuss the importance of referring to the group with a consistent title.  There are areas where Committee is used; however Commission should be used moving forward.

Motion passed unanimously.
Public Comment:
None.
Municipal Agent’s Report:

Review of Hurricane Irene:  Ms. Schardt discussed with the group that during Hurricane Irene, they contacted all disabled seniors on her seniors list.  The group did discuss how difficult communications were for people during the power outage.  The next newsletter that will be mailed out will ask if they would like to be added to a contact list in case of a similar emergency.
The group reviewed different information that should be requested (specified that it will be kept confidential):

· Emergency Contact in case senior cannot be reached

· Physical conditions (oxygen, ventilator, etc.)

· Require wheelchair van

· Cell Phone Number

· Email Address

Ms. Morianos suggested the Senior Center have email addresses for the leaders of the different community groups.  It is another way for information to get out to the public regarding services that are being provided (i.e. meals at town hall, access to water, etc.).
Ms. Schardt will be reviewing with town officials what worked during Hurricane Irene and what may need to be handled differently.  She will report back to the commission at the next meeting.
Old Business:
The group discussed possibly holding a program in the spring with the Judge of Probate present.

New Business:

A motion was made by Ms. Friez, seconded by Ms. Schardt to elect Ms. Morianos as Chair of the Senior Citizens Commission.  Motion unanimously passed.

Ms. Morianos suggested that the Senior Center hold an Open House during the Holiday Season.  They would encourage everyone to bring a friend.  The group discussed different ways to advertise, CVC, Fire House Board, November newsletter, etc.
Ms. Friez shared with the group she had received from the Women’s Expo.  It has information regarding energy assistance, food assistance, etc.  The group publishing the information is the Connecticut Association for Human Services.  Ms. Morianos suggested contacting someone from the State of Connecticut Committee on Aging for a program.  They could provide information on free services for seniors.
Ms. Morianos shared with the group an article about an artist that visited the Vernon Senior Center.  Ms. Schardt will contact them and see if they could visit the Bolton Senior Center.

Ms. Friez is going to contact the Coventry Senior Center regarding possible grants for programs available.

The next meeting will take place Thursday, December 1st at 2:45 p.m.
Adjournment:

A motion was made by Ms. Morianos, seconded by Ms. Friez to adjourn the meeting at 4:01 P.M.  Motion unanimously passed.
Respectfully Submitted,

Heidi Bolduk

Board Clerk

PLEASE SEE THE MINUTES OF SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS FOR THE APPROVAL OF THESE MINUTES AND ANY CORRECTIONS HERETO.
