
BOLTON FIRE COMMISSION 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2013 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

 

Chairwomen Cheryl Udin convened the Bolton Fire Commission meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the 

firehouse.  Commission members present were Derek Green, John Morianos and Chris Moquin.  

Also present was Chief James R. Preuss. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Motion to approve the draft December 10, 2012 minutes 

(CM/JM) V.U. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS – Chief Preuss paid the bills during the month of January.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE – A letter dated February 4, 2013 from Trooper First Class James Tilley 

was sent to Chief James Preuss Jr.  The letter extended Trooper Tilley’s thanks and appreciation 

for the efforts put forward by the chief and the dedicated firefighters of the Bolton Fire 

Department. He also mentioned that he was retiring from the Connecticut State Police after 30 

years of service effective March 1, 2013.  He also stated “In my 8 years in Bolton the interaction 

between your Department and my office was the best I have experienced during my tenure with 

the State Police.  The expertise, training and willingness of you and your department to go the 

extra mile and assist me in any endeavor will not go unnoticed.”  Copy of the letter is attached.       

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHIEF 

 

 Blizzard 2013 – Members of the Fire Department spend one and a half days on 

standby at the fire house, along with Trooper Tilley and ASM Paramedic 

Ambulance.    

 

 Pierce Manufacturing – Chief Preuss and four other members of the Fire 

Department made a trip to Appleton WI to Pierce Manufacturing for a final 

inspection of the new truck.  The process took three days.  The vehicle is in town 

at the fire house and has been added to the town’s insurance.  Driver training will 

take place soon.  A written test will be given before members are cleared to drive 

the new truck.  It will be about three weeks before the truck is ready for service.  

A dedication of the truck is being planned in May, which will be open to all town 

residence.   

 

 Proclamation – A proclamation was received from the Town of East Hampton for 

the aide that the Fire Department provided for the Bell Factory Fire last year.  The 

proclamation was presented at the Tolland County Chiefs meeting.  The 

proclamation will be hung in the fire house. 

 

 Fire Department Officers – Some adjustments have been made to the fire officers.  

Many officers have been doing extra duties.  The chief has also been a duty 

officer to assist the other officers of the department.   

 

 ET 334 – The specifications have been forwarded to Joyce Stille, Administrative 

Officer for paint work.  The specifications have not gone out to bid yet.  

 



 Steak Dinner – The steak dinner will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2013 at the 

fire house.  Tickets will be on sale soon.  

 

 The Board of Selectmen Bolton Town Center VCI Stakeholder Committee 

Meeting - A new committee in town.  Jennifer Baum attended the meeting on 

February 19, 2013 representing the Fire Department.   

 

 Planning and Zoning Fire Protection Regulation Advisory Committee – A new 

committee in town.  Members from the fire department include Fire Chief Preuss, 

Fire Marshal, Raymond Walker and Dale Bonn is the alternate.  No date for the 

first meeting has been set.   

 

 Columbia Fire – Bolton Fire Department along with 15 other area towns assisted 

in a large house structure fire last month.  The fire was very large and all vehicles 

at the scene ran out of water.  It was very difficult keeping an adequate water 

supply.     

 

 Knox Box – One additional Knox box needs to be purchased.  The box will be 

placed in the new fire truck.  The purchase price is approximately $600.00.  

Chairwomen gave approval for the Chief to purchase the Knox Box.  

 

 Grant SCBA – the Fire Department did not received this grant. The department 

will re-apply for the grant in the near future.  

 

 Radios – The Fire Department radios have been upgraded.  The frequency has 

been moved to Milton Hathaway’s tower on Quarry Road.  The coverage and 

frequencies have been excellent.  

 

FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT – January 2013 
Monthly Significant Activity Included: 

 

 Five inspections were completed including a place of assembly, new construction 

site water supply including the dry hydrant and open surface pond and a sprinkler 

system installation. 

 

 Work is in progress with a prospective buyer, the owner, and their respective 

attorneys to resolve code issues at the Lake House 890 Boston Turnpike. 

 

 Local efforts on the poster contest have been completed. Unfortunately no posters 

were winners at the county level. 

 

 Assisted the Fire Department at fire call at 3 Brian Drive 

 

Current Activity: 

 

 Work continues with the Planning and Zoning Commissions Advisory Committee 

regarding the existing water supply regulations. 

 

 Work continues with the schools regarding fire and life safety. 

 

Upcoming Activity: 

 



 Fire Marshal Walker, firefighter N. Roback, and Lt. Dale Bonn will be attending 

an ATF fire investigation class in the middle of February. 

 

 Deputy Fire Marshal Volkert will be a presenter at the NFPA 2013 national 

conference. 
 
FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT – February 2013 

Monthly Significant Activity Included: 

 

 Nine inspections were completed including a place of assembly, open burning, an 

on-going sprinkler system installation, fire alarm follow up, storm related 

inspections concerning emergency access and occupant egress. 

 

 Responded to and worked with the Fire Department and Building Official 

concerning the transformer failure and loss of power at Bolton Center School. 

 

 Work remains in progress with a prospective buyer, the owner, and their 

respective attorneys to resolve code issues at the Lake House 890 Boston 

Turnpike. 

 

 Participated in pre and post Blizzard 2013 efforts. 

 

 Fire Marshal Walker was an instructor at the BPI Conference in Houston, Texas. 

 

Current and Upcoming Activity: 

 

 Work continues with the Planning and Zoning Commission’s Advisory 

Committee regarding the existing water supply regulations. 

 

 Work continues with the schools regarding fire and life safety. 

 

 During the remainder of FY 2012-2013 Fire Marshal Walker and Deputy Fire 

Marshal Volkert will be attending and serving as presenters at several upcoming 

regional and national forums. 

 
OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn at 8:35 P.M. (CM/DG) V.U.  

 

 

PLEASE SEE MINUTES OF SUBSEQUENT MEETING FOR APPROVAL/ 

CORRECTIONS TO THESE MINUTES 

 


