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    BOLTON PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
            SPECIAL MEETING 

                                    7:30 PM, WEDNESDAY, March 26, 2014 
BOLTON TOWN HALL, 222 BOLTON CENTER ROAD 
 

           MINUTES & MOTIONS  
 
 

Members Present:  Chairman Eric Luntta, Thomas Manning, Adam Teller, Carl Preuss, James Cropley (arrived at 7:51 
p.m.), Neal Kerr (Alternate), Nancy Silverstein (Alternate), Christopher Davey (Alternate) 

 
Members Excused:  Arlene Fiano, Jeffrey Scala  
 
Staff Present:  Patrice Carson, AICP, Director of Community Development, Jim Rupert, Zoning Enforcement Officer 

and Linda H. McDonald, Recording Secretary 
 
Others Present:   First Selectman Robert Morra 
 

1.  Call to Order:  Chairman E. Luntta called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. 
 

C. Davey was seated for A. Fiano.  N. Silverstein was seated for J. Cropley.  N. Kerr was seated for J. Scala. 
 

2. Overview with Board of Selectmen of proposed Capital Projects for bond:  
 

First Selectman Robert Morra presented an overview of the following capital projects for bond that would 
concern the Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC):   
 

 Athletic field enhancement including the addition of two ball fields at Herrick Park.  Most of the cost 
of the project is with the under drains.   

 

 The addition of three tennis courts, reconstruction of the softball field, and the addition of a practice 
soccer field with a six lane track around it at Bolton High School.  R. Morra said an alternative site 
was examined but drainage was bad and had no slope.  A synthetic turf field is proposed by the 
school at a higher cost differential versus a natural turf surface.  A referendum is probable for 2015 
with the bonding kicking in the following year.  An engineered drainage system would be necessary 
for the field before construction begins.  Discussion and a question and answer session followed.    

 

 A new roof system and installation of solar panels at Bolton Center School.  The cost of the roof 
system alone is 1.2 million dollars and, with the solar panels, the cost rises to 1.8 million dollars.  A 
lease option for the solar panels is also under consideration.  Installation of solar panels at Bolton 
High School is also under consideration.   Discussion followed. 

 

 The Bolton Center Study plan to include providing better access to Heritage Farm, improving 
pedestrian and traffic safety in the center of town, expanding the Town Hall building and better 
parking, an expanded Green, re-alignment of Toomey and Bolton Center Roads, a connection to 
Herrick Park and the installation of a community septic system.   

 

 Options for the Bolton Heritage Farm barn and house. Discussion followed on the historical value of 
the house.  A fund may be started by a group in town for the purpose of restoring or replacing the 
house.  The focus is on preserving the barn.  C. Preuss explained the history of how the buildings 
came to be on the Connecticut Registry of Historic Places. 
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 Updates for the Stagecoach Tavern.  Discussion followed on the pros and cons of allowing certain 
commercial activity in the center of town. 

 

 Part of the overall plan to demolish the north and central wings of the Municipal Center and to 
expand the bay on the Town Garage (not part of the bonding package). 

 
R. Morra reported that running a natural gas line through the center of town from Glastonbury is under 
consideration (in preliminary stage) to service businesses. 
 
R. Morra will continue to update the Board as the plans for these projects are finalized. 
 
3. Update of Fire Protection Regulations Advisory Committee:  J. Rupert said the work of the committee is 

largely done.  The final public informational session is scheduled for April 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. and a joint 

meeting is scheduled for April 16, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. where the final report will be presented to the PZC and 

BOS.  R. Morra said $50,000.00 has been set aside in the capital budget dedicated for water supplies.  The 

PZC is looking for public input.   

4.  Discussion:  Plan of Conservation & Development:  P. Carson reported that Glenn Chalder will meet with 

the PZC on April 23, 2014 for a workshop to discuss the plan for the preliminary work on the POCD.   P. 

Carson suggested an internal review of the current POCD by the PZC at the regular meeting on April 9, 2014. 

Possible dates for the public informational session are Tuesday, May 27, 2014 or Wednesday May 28, 2014 at 

7:30 p.m.  P. Carson will work on finalizing the date and place and inform the Board.   

5.  Correspondence:  P. Carson reported that she received a letter from the Open Space Commission 

inquiring as to who is the PZC liaison. P. Carson will contact A. Fiano to confirm if she is the PZC member 

on the Open Space Commission.   T. Manning said he would continue to serve as the PZC liaison to the 

Regional Planning Commission.   

A. Teller commented that Ann Hutchinson from Andover is looking to re -activate the four- town Route 6 Hop 

River Zoning Committee.  A. Teller said the regulations are 95% complete.  P. Carson will follow-up on this 

information. 

6.  Adjournment:  J. Cropley MOVED to ADJOURN the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  A. Teller SECONDED.  MOTION 

CARRIED 7:0:0. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda H. McDonald, Recording Secretary 
 

Please see the minutes of subsequent meetings for the approval of these minutes and any corrections hereto. 


